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The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) held a regular meeting at 7:00pm in the 
third floor community room at the Visiting Nurse Association, 259 Lowell Street, 
Somerville, MA 02144. An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request. 
 
Members Present Chair Michael Capuano, Vice Chair Dick Bauer, Michael Fager, Arn 

Franzen, Courtney Koslow and Uma Murugan 

Members Absent Elizabeth Duclos-Orsello and Ezra Glenn 

Staff Present Emily Monea 

Others Present  

Agenda item 1: Public comment period 
No comments received.  
 
Agenda item 2: Vote to reallocate FY15 funds awarded to the Somerville Museum; discussion with 
Barbara Mangum 
The Somerville Museum is requesting that the $24,970 granted by the CPC to the Museum for the 
construction of an elevator lift be reallocated to the design of an elevator to be built onto the exterior of 
the building. The Massachusetts Architectural Access Board is requiring the Museum provide access to 
all three floors of the Museum, so a lift will not satisfy this requirement for ADA compliance. Additional 
funds for the elevator have been raised from private sources. The Museum plans to go before the 
Access Board in October with a design for the elevator. Approvals will also be needed from the Zoning 
Board, the Historical Preservation Commission and the neighbors. The elevator will be constructed on 
the outside of the building in a wooden shaft that would be in the same style as the existing brick 
building. The Museum is also requesting additional funds from the CPC for this project as part of the 
FY16 funding round.  
 
Ms. Monea said that the CPC would need to make a recommendation to the Board of Alderman to 
repurpose the funds. Mr. Capuano made a motion to recommend to the Board of Alderman to 
repurpose the $24,790 granted to the Somerville Museum for the construction of an elevator lift to be 
reallocated to the design of a full elevator, which was seconded by Mr. Franzen. The motion carried by a 
vote of 6-0. 
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Agenda item 3: Determine eligibility of FY16 CPA project proposals 
a. Open space/recreational land proposals 

i. Community Garden Revisioning Experiment- Stephanie Hirsch 
As community gardens in Somerville are operated by Conservation Commission, Mr. Fager 
recommended that the applicant, Stephanie Hirsch, present her proposed project at their 
next meeting on October 27. Ms. Monea added that Stephanie will also need to work with 
the City staff in Parks and Open Space, as the City is owner of the land. With a motion from 
Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Fager, this project was voted 6-0 as potentially eligible for 
CPA funding pending written consent from the City and approval from the Conservation 
Commission.  

ii. Concord Avenue Community Space Improvements- Concord Avenue Community 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 5-0 to 
designate the project potentially eligible for CPA funding pending owner consent and 
demonstration that public benefit will be protected over the long-term, particularly in light 
of a potential eminent-domain taking.     

iii. Corbett-McKenna Wooded Trail- Stephanie Hirsch 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project should be separated into two separate project proposals (Corbett-
McKenna and triangle near Argenziano School), both of which are potentially eligible for 
CPA funding, pending consent of the City. 

iv. Hoyt Sullivan Playground- City of Somerville  
Mr. Franzen noted that he is the applicant on this project. He has discussed this with the 
City of Somerville legal counsel and they determined that he can vote on projects on which 
he is an applicant because he is representing the Parks and Open Space Department on the 
Committee. He has filed a disclosure with the City. Mr. Franzen also noted that he will be 
applying for a PARC grant to supplement CPA funds. With a motion from Mr. Capuano, 
seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 6-0 that the proposed project is eligible for 
CPA funding. 

v. Lincoln Park Renovation- City of Somerville  
Mr. Capuano asked if CPA funds can be used to fund turf. Mr. Franzen clarified that he 
would not ask for funds for turf and his understanding is that CPA funds can only be used to 
fund grass. With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 
6-0 that the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding.  

vi. Open Space & Recreational Land Acquisition Fund- City of Somerville 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Ms. Koslow, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding.   

vii. Park Access Path- Stephanie Hirsch 
With a motion from Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is potentially eligible for CPA funding, pending owners consent and 
City approval including the involvement of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Department.  
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viii. Parklet Grant Pilot Program- City of Somerville  
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
more information is needed. Ms. Monea will ask the Community Preservation Coalition if 
temporary spaces are eligible for CPA funding.  

ix. Preservation, Rehabilitation, and Restoration of the Somerville Community Path- Friends 
of the Community Path 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Ms. Koslow, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding pending updated approval from the City of 
Somerville and assurance that the project is not for maintenance, which is not an allowable 
use for CPA funds. 

x. South Street Farm- Groundwork Somerville 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding.  

xi. Union Square Plaza Children’s Experiment- Stephanie Hirsch 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 5-1 that 
the proposed project is potentially eligible for CPA funding pending approval of the City of 
Somerville. Mr. Fager questioned whether the project can be considered an open 
space/recreation land project because of its location.  

xii. Washington Street Pocket Park- Union Square Neighbors 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is potentially eligible for CPA funding pending formal consent from the 
City of Somerville and confirmation that the land is city owned.  

b. Blended historic resources and open space/recreational land proposals 
i. Aldersey Street Open Space- Groundwork Somerville  

With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Franzen, the Committee voted 5-1 that 
the proposed project is potentially eligible for CPA funding pending owner’s consent. Mr. 
Fager did not vote in favor of the project because the form states that Groundwork does not 
have consent of the owner. 

ii. West Branch Library Renovation- City of Somerville 
With a motion from Mr. Bauer, seconded by Mr. Capuano, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding. Ms. Monea recommended the applicant 
work closely with the City’s historic preservation staff because the Library is a local historic 
district and has a preservation restriction on the property. 

c. Historic resources proposals  
i. 31 Union Square- Maru Realty Trust 

Mr. Capuano noted that the property owners had previously submitted a non-historic 
design to the Planning Board which was withdrawn. Ms. Monea added that they have gone 
before the Historic Preservation Commission for a determination that the storefront is 
historically significant, which the storefront received. With a motion by Mr. Bauer, seconded 
by Mr. Capuano, the Committee voted 6-0 that the proposed project is potentially eligible 
for CPA funding. To be eligible, the applicant needs to work with the City’s historic 
preservation staff to ensure the work is in compliance with the US Secretary of the Interior’s 
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Standards of Rehabilitation. The current applicant proposes replacement, not preservation 
of the storefront, which is not CPA eligible.  

ii. 56 Bow Street- Lindsay and Erik Neu 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Franzen, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding.   

iii. Adelbert Carpenter House Rehab & Restoration- Michael Steigman 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the project is eligible for CPA funding. Ms. Monea shared that Sarah White, the City of 
Somerville’s Preservation Planner recommended that multiple quotes be submitted for the 
project and the selected contractor have the necessary experience with completing work in 
compliance with the US Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation. Ms. Monea 
will also verify with the Community Preservation Coalition that the painting expenses are 
eligible for CPA funding.   

iv. Historic Document Mold Remediation at Somerville Central Library- City of Somerville 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Franzen, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the project is potentially eligible for CPA funding, pending historic significance designation 
from the Historic Preservation Commission.  

v. Historic Property Owner Restoration Fund- City of Somerville  
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Ms. Koslow, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding.  

vi. Milk Row Cemetery- Civil War Monument & Grave Markers Restoration- City of Somerville 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding.   

vii. Preservation and Re-Installation of Historic Railroad Artifacts on the Community Path- 
Friends of the Community Path 
With a motion from Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is potentially eligible for CPA funding, pending updated approval of the 
City of Somerville and designation of the railroad artifacts as historically significant by the 
Historic Preservation Commission. Ms. Monea will ask the Friends of the Community Path to 
combine their two FY16 applications for improvements to the Path into one.  

viii. Somerville Museum- Somerville Museum 
With a motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 that 
the proposed project is eligible for CPA funding.  

Agenda item 4: FY15 CPA projects update 
Ms. Monea reviewed the status of the FY15 CPA projects (see handout). 
 
Other business:  
Mr. Capuano acknowledged Ms. Monea’s new position within the City of Somerville as Managing 
Analyst. She will be hiring her replacement as the CPA Manager and will be managing the person hired 
in this role. Mr. Capuano and Mr. Bauer acknowledged how hard Ms. Monea has worked as the CPA 
Manager and the high quality of her work. 
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Mr. Bauer asked for an update on the Historic Preservation Plan. Ms. Monea shared she hopes the Plan 
will completed by the end of September. 
 
Ms. Koslow asked when the CPC will see an update on 100 Homes. Ms. Monea shared the City is 
currently piloting the program and is in negotiations with Massachusetts Housing Investment 
Corporation which will be providing the initial up-front funding for the Somerville Community 
Corporation to procure property quickly. Ms. Monea expects to see a bonding request come before the 
CPC in the fall. The Affordable Housing Trust Fund will also be running an application process for the CPA 
funding it manages.  
 
Mr. Capuano asked about the funding amounts available for FY16. Ms. Monea shared she expects $1.9 
million in revenue, $1.8 remaining from last year and the state match will be coming in November. 
 
Agenda item 5: Next meeting- Wednesday, October 28th at 7:00 p.m. at the Visiting Nurses Association.  
 
Meeting Adjournment 
Upon motion from Mr. Capuano, seconded by Mr. Fager, the Committee voted 6-0 to adjourn at 
approximately 9:00. 
 
Handouts 

• Agenda 
• Somerville Museum revised budget 
• Community Preservation Fund Allowable Spending Purposes 
• FY16 eligibility determination forms 
• FY15 Project Update Chart 
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